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1. The June 10 issue of GENTE, the largest circulation (270,000) 
general interest magazine in Argentina, published an article 
containing a series of letters received by the government' from 
'abroad protesting specific human rights vlolationB in Argentina 
and demanding the release of certain individuals believed held 
by the military govt. The letters were part of what Interior 
Minister Harguindeguy called "an international plot against 
Argentina" in a press conference June 2 (ref a), and, indeed, 
the article pointed out that the letters were so similar that 
they clearly represented a concerted letter writing campaign. 
Harguindeguy, however, had also claimed that he knew nothing 
about any of the indi'viduals named in the lAtters; Indeed, 
he said most had never been in Argentina. GENTE requested 












- fThe Minister agreed but when shown the gaJJ.ey proofs 

-of the very, favorable article, he had second thoughts 

and ordered that the letters not be published. GENTE 

e3q)lained that the edition had already - gone to press 
it 

and Harguindeguy responded that if were not with- 
drawn he would have the entire print run seized. When 
questioned closely by GENTE Managing Editor Samuel 
Gelblung (protect) as tojbhe raticnale for his attitude, 
Hargui ndeguy admitted sheepishly that he had lied at his 
press conference and in fact most of the individuals 
in the letters were in government cus tody. Gelblung 
immediately requested some tape,' covered the offending 
names, and the slightly-altered article appeared the 
following day. 

2. This incident -is illustrative of the government *s rather 
naive and inept attempts to utilize the Argentine media since 
the coup. After a good staii: (ref b), the government-controlled 
media, which floundered in a sea of corruption under the 
Peronist administration, are now beset by a wave of military 
reforms that threaten to drown them rrmfii-lrq: 

and overlapping jurisdictions. In addition, the newly 
created Public Information Secretariat, which replaced the 
traditional Presidential Press Secretariat, is sorely lacking 
in competent media professionals to guide its dedicated 
^ut media-ineatperienced military leaders through the pitfalls 
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f ~ inherent in handling and dealing with the national and ~1 

“international press. As the hunan rights issue loans 
larger cm the Argentine scene, media mistakes lihe 
Harguindeguy's may cost the military government dearly. 





